
Eggplant: Estimated production costs for a single-crop system in the Palm Beach 
County area, 2002-2003. 
                                                        Average Per 
Category                                              Acre   Bushel 
 
Yield                                                1,400 
 
OPERATING COSTS                                    - - - DOLLARS - - - 
 
Transplants                                          350.00 
Fertilizer                                           506.92 
Fumigant                                             596.00 
Fungicide                                            165.56 
Herbicide                                             29.49 
Insecticide                                          564.47 
General Farm Labor                                   329.25 
Machinery Variable Cost                              318.20 
Tractor Driver Labor                                 208.59 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Plastic String                                        35.20 
Plastic Mulch                                        378.33 
Stakes                                                37.50 
Tie Plants                                           174.24 
Drive Stakes                                         116.16 
Cut String, Pull and Bundle Stakes                   130.68 
Clean Ditches                                         85.00 
Plastic Disposal                                      80.00 
Scouting                                              20.00 
Level Land                                            50.00 
Farm Vehicles                                         43.06 
Interest on Operating Capital                        158.19 
 
Total Operating Cost                               4,376.84 
 
FIXED COSTS 
 
Land Rent                                            400.00 
Machinery Fixed Cost                                 144.56 
Farm Management                                      952.76 
Overhead                                           1,190.95 
 
Total Fixed Cost                                   2,688.27 
 
TOTAL PREHARVEST COST                              7,065.10       5.05 
 
HARVEST AND MARKETING COSTS 
 
Sell                                                 700.00       0.50 
Pick, Pack and Haul                                1,638.00       1.17 
Eggplant Cartons                                   1,260.00       0.90 
 
Total Harvest and Marketing Cost                   3,598.00       2.57 
 
TOTAL COST                                        10,663.10       7.62 
 



Eggplant: Estimated net returns for various price and yield combinations 
for a single-crop system in the Palm Beach County area, 2002-2003. 

 
              Dollars per acre 

YIELD (bushels)    6.00         7.50         9.00        10.50        12.00 
 
    800       –4,322.00    –3,122.00    –1,922.00      -722.00       478.00  
 
  1,000       –3,636.00    –2,136.00      -636.00       864.00     2,364.00  
 
  1,200       –2,950.00    –1,150.00       650.00     2,450.00     4,250.00  
 
  1,400       –2,264.00      -164.00     1,936.00     4,036.00     6,136.00  
 
  1,600       –1,578.00       822.00     3,222.00     5,622.00     8,022.00  


